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POINTS OF INTEREST
  1. Midway Pony Express Station  
      (2 mi. south of I-80, 1 mi. east)
  2. Lincoln Highway Marker
  3. Sod House Museum
 4. Hotels
  5. Municipal Airport
  6. ity ffi e
  7. Sun Theatre
  8. Public Library
  9. Post ffi e
10. Schools, Community Building
11. Swimming Pool, Legion Ball 
      Park, Tennis Courts      
12. Ehmen Park, Pony Express 
      Station Museum
13. Gothenburg Historical 
      Museum
14. E.G. West Park & Splash Pad
15. Gothenburg Health & YMCA
16. Senior Center
17. Lake Helen Recreation Area
      War Memorial, Walking Trail,
      Covered Bridge
18. Lafayette Park Campground 
      & Pavilion
19. Rodeo Grounds
20. Wild Horse Golf Club
      (1 mile north, 1.5 miles west)
21. Swedish Crosses
      (2 miles north, 2 miles west)
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Welcome to Gothenburg!
We're glad you've picked up this publication that is designed to showcase everything special 

about this city. Our history, our people and the attractions that make up the fabric of our area will 
unfold on these pages. It is our hope you will be captivated by our city's charm 

and the progressive spirit that makes Gothenburg stand out. 
For additional information, please contact the Gothenburg Area Chamber of Commerce.

308-537-3505 l 800-482-5520 l chamber@gothenburgdelivers.com l www.gothenburgdelivers.com

WHAT'S 
INSIDE

On The Cover
Home to two Pony Express Stations, Gothenburg continues to celebrate its 1992 designation 
by the Nebraska Legislature as Pony Express Capital of Nebraska. Many businesses and 
organizations use Pony Express in their titles, keeping alive the spirit of the tenacious horseback 
mail delivery system that ran April 1860 to October 1861. Our cover photo by local artist Brock 
Massin shows a horse and rider making their way through our world-famous Wild Horse Golf Club.



Arich heritage and friendly people 
await Gothenburg visitors, business 
prospects and future residents.

   Gothenburg's roots run deep 
in agriculture and livestock production. We 
su ort a diversified business and industry 
base as well, and we are committed 
to progress through cooperative work 
between all main entities to provide a solid 
community infrastructure, winning economic 
development incentives and superior quality-
of-life features.  

   Being located along Interstate 80, U.S. 
High ay  and nion Pa ifi  ai road 
makes Gothenburg an ideal area for growth 
and development. Although agriculture 
is now and always will be the economic 
mainstay, industrial growth has continued 
through the recruiting of Fortune 500 
companies such as Frito-Lay/PepsiCo and 
Bayer. Those big names work side-by-side 
with our home-grown companies such as 
Country Partners Cooperative, Wearparts 

Tillage Tools and Fresh Seasons Market. 
Together, the business community employs 
more than 500.

   Gothenburg has a consistent population at 
just about 3,500 residents. It is a charming city 
with tree-lined streets, lovely homes, green 
parks and a quality of life desired by many. 
Opportunities for businesses, families, adults, 
children and the elderly are abundant, 
providing a perfect home for those who 
drea  of the benefits of iving  orking and 
playing in a small town.

   esidents here have a noti eab e 
ambition to provide new opportunities for 
existing residents or newcomers. We worked 
collectively to bring a new YMCA in 2018 and 
look forward to opening our latest project — 
the Impact Center — in 2024.

   Whether you're planning a short visit or 
looking for a spot to put down roots, we're 
sure you  find Gothenburg s har  and 
hospitality are unmatched.
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The people of 
Gothenburg 
honor their 
legacy with 

a strong work 
ethic and 

a collective 
pride.
""""""
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Gothenburg is home to two Pony 
Express Stations. 

   The Midway Station, on its original 
ranch site south of Gothenburg, is 

open to the public upon request during the 
summer. 

   The Sam Machette Station, located in Ehmen 
Park at 15th Street and Lake Avenue, was 
originally erected in 1854 on the Oregon Trail 
west of Gothenburg near Fort McPherson. 
At that time, it was used as a fur trading post 
and ranch house. Later, from 1860 to 1861, the 
structure was used as a Pony Express Station. 

   In 1931, the building was dismantled log by 
log and moved from its original site. It was  

rebuilt in the park to preserve it for future 
generations to enjoy.

   The Pony Express Station & Museum became 
a public gift shop and museum in 1954 and has 
welcomed thousands of visitors annually ever 
since. A guide shares the story of the brave 
riders who carried mail 2,000 miles between St. 
Joseph, Missouri, and Sacramento, California, 
between April 1860 and October 1861. During 
the off-season, visitors can listen to the story via 
a 24/7 FM radio broadcast outside the station.  

   In August 1992, the Nebraska Legislature 
voted to offi ia y na e Gothenburg the Pony 
Express Capital of Nebraska. The Pony Express 
continues to be a consistent theme throughout 
the community.

PONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONYPONY
EXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESSEXPRESS Capital of Nebraska

Approximately 
25,000 people 
visit inside the 
Pony Express 

Station & 
Museum every 
year. Another 

10,000 to 15,000 
stop during the 

off season or 
after hours.  

""""""







The main 
north-south 
street and 
business 
district of 
Gothenburg 
was originally 
called 
Winchell 
Street, named 
after one 
o  t  first 
families to 
settle here. It 
was renamed 
Lake Avenue 
in 1920.

In the latter part of 1882, a 
orker ith the nion Pa ifi  

Railroad named Olof Bergstrom 
conceived the idea that a town 

was needed where Gothenburg 
now stands. The town is situated 
in the Platte River Valley, which is 
one of the greatest agricultural 
valleys in the world.

   Bergstrom chose farm ground 
north of the town site and 
traveled back to Sweden to 
convince his fellow countrymen to 
migrate to the United States — to 
Nebraska — to build a new town 
in the West. He was persuasive 
and by July 8, 1885, Gothenburg 
was incorporated as a town with 
a population of 300. 
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o  c fic 
accepted 

the section of 
railroad through 

Gothenburg in 
November 1866. 

The town was 
platted by UP 

in 1882.

 Businesses were 
plenty in 1910 and 
covered a variety 

of products, 
including the 

Gem Theatre, 
Colloms Cafe 
and Jennings 

Hardware.

There were so 
many people 

in the business 
district along 

Winchell Street 
(now Lake 

Avenue) there 
must have been 
a special event.



Olof 
Bergstrom, 
right, poses 
with Vollrad 
Carlson 
in 1883. 
Bergstrom is 
recognized as 
the founding 
father of 
Gothenburg 
and Carlson 
is said to be 
Gothenburg’s 
first doctor.
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Ancestors' tradition of vision 
& hope continue

   Swedes and Germans settled the 
area, as is evidenced by the name 
Gothenburg. The town was named 
after Göteborg, Sweden, but was 
given a German spelling by railroad 
offi ia s.

   The digging of a 12-mile canal off the 
P atte iver and onstru tion of the first 
man-made lake designed to generate 
electricity encouraged several 
industries and factories to locate in 
Gothenburg. Companies included 
shirt and overall factories, brick kilns, 
bathtub and iron orks fa tories  flour 
mills, vinegar and pickle works, a cigar 
manufacturer and a barbed wire 
factory. 

   The boom days came early in the 
1890s. Then, when the money panic 
of 1893 hit hard, the boom quickly 
turned to bust and many of the 
industries disappeared. Despite the 
loss of business, the canal provided 
the first irrigation syste  and served 
approximately 17,000 acres east of 
the lake. Agriculture quickly settled in 
as the main industry for the growing 
community, and agriculture continues 
to drive our prosperity today. 
   The man-made lake spurred 
industrial, community and agricultural 
growth, a hallmark of Gothenburg’s 
success throughout its history. 
Most Gothenburg residents had 
e e tri ity by  the first onne ted 
community in western Nebraska. 
   Community volunteers cleared land, 
planted trees and erected buildings 
to develop a park area adjacent to 
the lake in the early 1900s, calling it 
Lafayette Park. With the help of many 

organizations and residents, the lake 
and park represent the ingenuity and 
tenacity of our city’s volunteers.  

   Lake Helen’s impact on 
Gothenburg’s early industrial history 
and on its 
agricultural and 
recreational 
development 
over more 
than a century 
ago helped 
Gothenburg 
earn the 
Nebraska 
Community 
Improvement 
Program’s 
Community of 
the Century 
in 2000. Lake 
Helen received 
the acclaim 
of Project of 
the Century 
that same 
year. In more recent years, Lake Helen 
got another face lift that included 
draining, dredging and an all-out 
overhaul thanks to a variety of grants 
and ity funds. ffi ia s continue to 
improve the area. 

   Gothenburg’s founder literally led 
Swedish immigrants to his proposed 
town site and asked them to make 
his vision a reality. Community leaders 
continue to have a vision for the 
future, working to make Gothenburg a 
place where people feel comfortable 
raising their families and settling in for 
retirement.







Well preserved Victorians, 
compact bungalows, 
contemporary ranch-style 
homes and stately two-

story estates are graciously blended 
throughout Gothenburg’s residential 
areas.

   Most homes close to the downtown district 
and along Lake Avenue — one of the most 
beautiful “main streets” in America — are 80+ 
years old. The Chamber of Commerce offers a 
walking tour of the historic homes, guided by a 
brochure or the QR code here. The growth in 
Gothenburg has been mainly to the north and 
northeast, in addition to the new houses built 
around Wild Horse Golf Club north and west of 
town. 

   Home prices range from $80,000 to $500,000, 
although most are priced $150,000 to $300,000. 
They vary in age from brand new to century-

old treasures that hold a place on the 
National Historic Register.
   A few vacant lots interspersed 
throughout town are available to build 
on with land for new construction still 
available around Wild Horse Golf Club. 
   The northeast part of town is the latest 

to be developed. A concerted effort began 
with the construction of several spec homes in 
2015 that were all sold prior to completion. Six 
more were done in 2020. City leaders continue 
to work diligently to provide more housing units 
so Gothenburg can keep growing. 
   The most recent project — driven by Rural 
Workforce Housing Funds — includes nearly 
20 single-family homes built in three separate 
subdivisions. Three semi-custom homes have also 
been built in the northeast part of town, serving 
as the anchor to a large new subdivision that will 
allow for further growth and development.
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Gothenburg Public 
Schools is the 
cornerstone of this 
proud, passionate 

and progressive community 
where students and staff thrive 
in a positive and innovative 
environment.

   In education conversations 
across the state, Gothenburg 
Public Schools consistently 
comes up as one of the 
best mid-sized districts. The 
student-teacher ratio averages 
13:1 across all grades pre-K 
through 12. Small class sizes 
enhance the education of all 
students, contributing to a 90% 
graduation rate with ACT test 
scores consistently above both 
state and national averages. 
More than 75% of our graduates 
go on to college.

   Gothenburg teachers are 

dedicated professionals who 
encourage, lead, stimulate 
and influen e their students. 
The majority have earned 
advanced degrees. 

   About two-thirds of the 
GHS students in grades 7-12 
participate in at least one extra-
curricular activity. Our young 
people excel in many areas 
beyond sports such as speech, 
drama, vocal and instrumental 
music and art. 

   The Gothenburg FFA program 

is one of the most successful 
in the state and it has been 
recognized nationally. 
FFA equips future leaders 
in agriculture while also 
emphasizing vocational skills 
needed for careers in various 
trades. The chapter has over 
200 active members. 

   The district is proud of its 
facilities and continuously works 
to provide the best, most up-
to-date learning and athletic 
competition environments.

The school 
district's 

campus brings 
all students 

under one roof, 
encouraging 
interaction 

and 
collaboration 

among all 
grade levels.

""""""
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Committed 
to providing
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Whether you are visiting 
for an afternoon or 
plan to spend the rest 
of your life, there’s 

plenty to occupy your spare time in 
Gothenburg. 

   Those with an active lifestyle 
can enjoy a variety of sports 
and outdoor leisure activities as 
recreation opportunities abound. 
Whether it's a mountain bike ride in 
the hills, a round of disc golf in the 

ark or ree ing in a big fish  e ve 
got you covered. 

   Lake Helen was created in the 
early 1890s when a 12-mile canal 
was dug to allow water from the 
P atte iver to fi  a da ed anyon 
and create a reservoir. Originally, 
the lake was used to generate 
electricity that brought industry to 
the area. Now it provides a scenic recreation area that is excellent 
for fishing and it a so features a . - i e e er ise trai  and dis  go f 
course. 

   Across the covered bridge to the north of Lake Helen, Lafayette 
Park provides a well-shaded camping area with pads for campers 
and primitive spots for tents. The horseshoe pits offer the perfect 
setting for a friendly competition.

   Besides tubing and canoeing on the Platte River, other water sports 
are popular at close-by reservoirs.  Jeffrey, Midway and Johnson 
Lakes — each about 20 minutes from Gothenburg — provide the 

erfe t setting to fi  su er days ith fun ith sai ing  o er boating  
ater skiing and fishing.
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   Some of the best mountain bike trails in Nebraska 
can be found near Jeffrey Lake. Potter’s Pasture 
consists of close to 100 miles of trails through 1,200 
acres of hills and canyons. The area is privately 
owned but free and open to the public, including the 
campgrounds.

   If you're headed west to Jeffrey Lake or Potter's 
Pasture, don't miss out on the fabulous wine and 
pizza at the Old Depot Vineyard and Winery just 
12 miles west on Banner Road. Winery owners 
moved the old Gothenburg depot that was set for 
demolition and re-purposed it. Inside, you can still 
fee  the di  in the floor here any boots stood at 
the ticket window. 

   History buffs can take a peek into Gothenburg’s 
past inside the Pony Express Station & Museum and 
our Gothenburg Historical Museum. The Pony Express 
Station & Museum sits in the middle of Ehmen Park, 

hi h is an affi iate of the ebraska tate ide 
Arboretum. There are 111 trees representing 
62 varieties in the park. Across the street, the 
Gothenburg Historical Museum offers displays of 
the country’s expansion westward as German and 
Swedish settlers brought businesses and families to 
ive in this fledg ing o unity. he useu  is o en 
May through September.

   More history is on display in the Swedish Crosses 
Cemetery north of town, where three markers have 
stood for over a century. These artistic crosses, 
wrought in Swedish steel by a loving grandfather, 
mark the graves of three children who died on their 
prairie homestead.

   The Sod House Museum was built as a memorial 
to the first sett ers of the area. he grounds feature 
a barn, sod house replica, windmill and life-sized 
barbed wire sculptures. The museum is open when 
weather permits.

It's a small town 
but that doesn't mean 
there's nothing to do
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Discover adventure at

Turning city 
folks into 

cowpokes 
one smile 
at a time!""""""

Just south of I-80 in rural 
Gothenburg, nestled in the 
heart of the Platte River valley, 
sits a ranch that hearkens back 

to the old west. Along the Oregon Trail 
and Pony Express routes, Smilin’ Ranch 
Adventures offers tourists and locals a 
taste of the true western lifestyle, complete with 
horseback riding, cattle drives, ranch camps 
and more. Here, you can press pause on the 
fast pace of modern life and experience a trip 
back to yesteryear on a real working ranch.

   Follow along with hosts Ty and Malloree 
Barnes on a typical day-in-the-life of a cowboy. 
Immerse yourself in feeding the animals, 
helping with ranch chores, exploring gorgeous 
pastureland, horse riding, wagon rides, 

a fires and aring for a att e herd.

   Don’t have time for a full adventure? Stop 
by the Pony Express Station in town for a horse-

drawn wagon ride and learn about 
the history of some of Gothenburg’s 
oldest homes and town founders. 
   Or, swing out to the ranch to visit the 
Milk House, a raw milk dairy featuring 
milking tours, raw milk products and 
educational opportunities. You could 

even try your hand at milking as you learn 
about the hea th benefits of un asteuri ed   
non-ho ogeni ed  natura  i k.
Camper hookups are available or there's a 
camper to rent during your stay, as well as a 
horse hotel and riding arena for equestrian 
guests. Scan the QR code to learn more and 
book your adventure.
   “Our passion at Smilin’ Ranch Adventures is to 
involve people in every way and not only show 
them our way of life, but get them right in the 
middle of it so they can see why we do what 
we do," says Malloree Barnes.





Gothenburg residents have a history 
of going the extra mile to ensure the 
community remains a top-notch city 
that sets the standard for others.

   From city services and health care to 
recreation and early childhood learning, joining 
forces is what we do in Gothenburg. It is our 
all-means-all attitude that led to Gothenburg 
receiving national recognition as an All-America 
City — twice. And it is citywide teamwork that 
keeps our proud and progressive community 
pushing forward.

   The city is led by an elected mayor and four 
city council members. A city administrator 
manages the day-to-day operations and guides 
projects such as adding a solar array to reduce 
electric rates, renovating city parks, applying for 
grant funds and improving streets and sidewalks.

   Some of the city's excellent facilities include 
the public library, senior center, swimming 

oo  and four- e  ba  fie ds. o ne  ark 
playgrounds and a splash pad will become 
operational in 2024.

   he ity a so boasts an outstanding fire 
department. The 44-person squad of all-
vo unteer fire en anage a si -bay fa i ity. 
More than half of the volunteers are EMTs, and 
the average response time is 2.3 minutes. 

   The city works closely with Gothenburg 
rove ent o any  a non rofit estab ished 

in 1961. GIC plays a vital role in securing 
the city’s future, and the primary goal of 
this volunteer organization is to improve 
and preserve a great quality of life through 
economic development.

   The YMCA at Gothenburg Health is one of 
the latest examples of GIC’s collaborative 
work to better our city. The expanded wellness 
center began as a shared vision that included 
community, education, recreation and 
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wellness. Through cooperation between many 
Gothenburg entities, the city was able to secure 
a partnership with the YMCA of the Prairie and 
our YMCA opened in 2018. 

   That medically integrated YMCA facility would 
not have been possible without collaboration 
from Gothenburg Health, which 
provides critical access services 
to our region. The hospital has 
expanded to become a leader 
among smaller hospitals in the state. It 
includes a physician clinic, advanced 
imaging department, patient wing, 
emergency department and state-
of-the-art surgical suite. The hospital 
and clinic offer family practitioners, 
mid-level providers and multiple 
visiting specialists. 

   In addition to Gothenburg Health, the 
community also supports three dentists, three 
chiropractors, a cash-based medical clinic and 
one optometrist. 

   A current collaborative effort will result in the 
Impact Center, set to open in the fall of 2024. 
The Impact Center is an integrated facility that 
will have four elements: an early learning center, 
a healthy families center, a sports training center 
and an event center. Grant funds and local 
finan ia  su ort are bringing to ife this ga e-
changer for our community.

   And we would be remiss if we didn't count 
Wild Horse Golf Club among our city's world-

class offerings. Amateur or pro, you'll want to 
play our nationally ranked 18-hole public course. 

   Each year, the course receives high acclaim 
from golf reviewers and enthusiasts from around 
the world. Most recently, Wild Horse was rated 
the No. 3 best public course in Nebraska by 

Golf Digest and Golf Week, as well as the No. 5
best course you can play in the U.S for under 
$150 by Golf.com.

   Wild Horse Golf Club includes a clubhouse 
with snack bar and pro shop, practice area 
with driving range and chipping green, and a 
staff that promises an exceptional experience. 
There are two cabins on site with four 
bedrooms each, private baths, kitchenette and 
fabulous patio so you can stay-and-play.

   There is so much we could brag about in 
Gothenburg. These examples are just a small 
part of the “Gothenburg Way” that sets our city 
apart.



Gothenburg Historical 
Audio Tour began 
about three 
years ago when 

Gothenburg High School 
student Avery Salomon 
was in eighth grade. With 
her freshmen year fast 
approaching, she says she 
had no idea what she was 
going to do for her FFA 
project.

   Since most ag-related activities 
were foreign to Avery, she knew she 
wanted to do something different 
than her classmates, something that 
involved the community.

   Avery's mother, Niki, suggested 
that she could educate visitors 
about historical and agricultural locations in 
Gothenburg. Avery says honestly, she wasn't 
e a t y o en to the idea at first but eventua y 
came around. 

   Currently, the audio tour features seven 
episodes, with more to be added in the 
summer of 2024. Each video can be found on 
the YouTube channel and Facebook page, 
both titled "Gothenburg Historical Audio Tour" 

Signage at each location 
provides a QR code for easy 
access.

   On the social media pages, 
visitors  an find a  seven 
episodes, each featuring a 
different historical topic or 
location along with audio 
from Gothenburg native and 
history enthusiast Mark Peyton. 

   "Mr. Peyton has been an 
instrumental part of the project since 
the beginning, and I am so grateful 
for his help in voicing this podcast 
and researching information," Avery 
says. 

   Completed episodes feature: Frito 
Lay, Gothenburg Public Library, 

Lake Helen, the Sod House Museum, the Pony 
Express Station, the Swedish Crosses Cemetery 
and the naming of Gothenburg. 

   "We are hoping to increase our number of 
episodes to eleven by the end of next summer, 
so be on the lookout for more episodes coming 
soon," Avery says.

   Scan the QR code to access all current 
episodes.
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ACCOUNTANTS
Caroline Scott CPA, LLC
Caroline Scott
508 10th Street/PO Box 474
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-2877

Financial Planning & Consulting
Kristin Loostrom
PO Box 374
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3791

Professional Financial 
Consultants, Inc.
Sharyl Munster & Kathleen Gruber
424 10th Street/PO Box 249
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7106

AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS/SERVICES

en i e sifie
Jim Aden
76669 Road 413
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-529-0149

All States Organic Supply LLC
Kyle Beyea
PO Box 383
Gothenburg, NE  69138
308-529-1666

Bayer Crop Science
Mark Reiman
76268 Highway 47
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-4500 

Country Partners 
Cooperative
Chris Wagner
120 Eighth Street/PO Box 80
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7141

Dawson County Cattlemen
Rhonda Russman
75445 Road 411
Farman, NE 69029
308-569-2599

F-4 Farms
Troy Franzen
41285 Road 761
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-2827 

Frito-Lay/PepsiCo
Brandon Benson
311 Cottonwood Drive
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3471

Gothenburg Feed Products
Chris Healey
1402 Second Ave./PO Box 409
Gothenburg, NE 69138
537-3605

Hi-Gain Feedlot
Jeff Rudolph
401 First Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-221-4030

LandMark Implement Inc.
Shane Maxwell
221 Lake Avenue/PO Box 675
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-2180

Maline Seed & Fence
Shane Maline
77865 Road 414
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-529-0781

R & J Wahlgren Partnership
Joe Wahlgren
21138 S. Wahlgren Road
Brady, NE 69123
308-537-3136

Titan Machinery
Josh Foulk
75481 Road 435/PO Box 571
Lexington, NE 68850
308-324-5553

ASSISTED LIVING/
NURSING HOMES
Hilltop Estates
Scott Bahe
2520 Avenue M
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7138

Titanium, Platinum & Gold level Chamber investors are listed in all bold.
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Stone Hearth Estates
Deb Bacon
110 20th Street Suite 400
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7771

ATTORNEYS
Bacon, Vinton & Venteicher
Michael Bacon
416 10th Street/PO Box 208
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7161

Malcom, Nelsen & Windrum
Brennon Malcom
415 Ninth Street/PO Box 327
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-2321

Shaw Law LLC
Chevas Shaw
822 Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7119

AUTO DEALERS/
PARTS/REPAIR
Dawson Tire & Wheel
Eric MacPherson
402 Eighth Street/PO Box 128
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7408

Eustis 66 Service/
Gothenburg Tire
Dan & Sharon Pfeiffer
302 Eighth Street/PO Box 247
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-2100 

Gator Road Repair
Jill & John Schmeeckle
1100 Eighth St./PO Box 471
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-529-2202

Knoedler Automotive
Kirt Knoedler
401 Fifth Street/PO Box 265
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7114 

Pony Express Chevrolet-Buick
Gary & Deb Mroczek
420 S. Lake Ave./PO Box 130
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3671

S & S Auto Parts Inc.
Kim Slack
605 Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3732

AVIATION
Mid-State Aviation II Inc.
Allison Johnson
1304 W. Hwy. 30/PO Box 458
Cozad, NE  69130
308-784-3868

BANKS/FINANCIAL/
INVESTMENT SERVICES
Dayspring Bank
Karl Randecker
914 Lake Avenue/PO Box 79
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3684

Edward Jones Investments
Matthew R. Olsen
927 Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-4465

Flatwater Bank
Luke Rickertsen
900 Lake Avenue/PO Box 81
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7181

Investment Service Center
Nathan Wyatt
900 Lake Avenue/PO Box 81
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7577

Trius Federal Credit Union
Lisa Brass
115 Cattlemen's Drive
Lexington, NE 68850
308-234-9311

CHURCHES
American Lutheran Church
Doug Hjelmstad
1512 Avenue G
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3433

Banner Church
43997 E. Banner Road
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-584-3030

Cornerstone Bible Church
Scott Newman
1721 Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-2261

The Crossing Fellowship
Jonathan Phillips
1610 Eighth Street/PO Box 17
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-9220

First United Methodist Church
Grace Gichuru
1401 Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-2560

Our Lady of Good Counsel 
Catholic Church
Father Ravi Gudipalli
1915 Avenue J
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7297

Trinity Lutheran Church
Jeff Cottingham
2002 27th Street/PO Box 68
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-2055

Zion Lutheran Church
77191 Highway 47
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3194

GOTHENBURG CHAMBER OF
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COMMUNICATIONS/
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
CONSULTANTS
Pinpoint
Tom Shoemaker
1004 Avenue D 
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3375 
PO Box 490 Cambridge, NE

COMPUTER SALES/SERVICE
D & R Computing
Lois Holbein
511 10th Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7100

Oliver Consulting Services Inc.
Darin & Kathy Oliver
510 10th Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
303-699-0389

CONSTRUCTION/ 
HOME IMPROVEMENT

o ass oofin
Todd Lundstrom
828 Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE  69138
308-529-3489
2119 Rainbow Road
Grand Island, NE  68801

Five Star Inc.
Troy Daum
915 Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-2827

Hicken Lumber & Home Center
Garry Hicken
911 Avenue F/PO Box 407
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-2463

Paulsen Inc.
Larry Paulsen
PO Box 17
Cozad, NE 69130
308-784-3333

ELECTRICAL/PLUMBING/HVAC
All Anderson Electric
Trevor Anderson
802 Ninth Street
Gothenburg, NE  69138
308-537-7328

Eustis Heating & Cooling
Adam Wright
911 Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3336

Franzen Inc.
Craig Franzen
818 Avenue F
Gothenburg, NE 69138
537-2455

GAS STATIONS/
CONVENIENCE STORES
Ampride
Marty Leidal
202 Eighth Street/PO Box 80
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3405

Blake's Fast Fuel 
Blake Ristine
1106 S. Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-9300

Cubby’s Truck Plaza
301 S. Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3202

Kwik Stop #26
Dan O'Neill
604 Eighth Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-4312
PO Box 1665
North Platte NE 69103

GOVERNMENT
City of Gothenburg
Gary Greer, city administrator
409 Ninth Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3677

GROCERY STORES
Fresh Seasons Market
Steve & Michael Peterson
718 Fourth Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-2048

HEALTH CARE
Gothenburg Dental
Dr. Jim Graff
902 Avenue D, Suite 101
Gothenburg, NE  69138
308-537-3359

Gothenburg Discount Pharmacy
Dan Kreis
902 Avenue D/PO Box 159
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7155

Gothenburg Eyecare & Optical
Dr. Kimberly Johnson
902 Avenue D, Suite 102B
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-2020

Gothenburg Health
Mick Brant
910 20th Street/PO Box 469
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3661

Haas Family Chiropractic
Dr. John Haas
815 Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE  69138
308-537-3691

Hecox Dentistry
Dr. Ashton & Sara Hecox 
1014 Lake Ave./PO Box 228
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-5252

Home Instead
Steve Chatelain
121 W. Ninth St. Suite B/
PO Box 396
Cozad NE 69130
308-300-2465
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Pony Express Family Dentistry
Dr. Audrey Aden
513 10th Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7195

The Remedy 
Dr. Austin Fletcher & 
Kristen Rickertsen
619 10th Street
Gothenburg, NE  69138
308-224-4450

TEAM Physical Therapy
Kyle Fornoff
523 10th Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3600

HOUSING/RENTALS
ee fiel  a t ents

Jason Wagner
2310 Avenue L
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-529-1737
Pat Engel, RW Investments Inc.
PO Box 45201
Omaha, NE  68145
402-333-0287

Gothenburg Housing Authority
Gerri Hild
810 20th Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7275

North Star Apartments
Linda & Eldon Rodine
2016 Ave. H/1818 Lake Ave.
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-529-2694

INDUSTRIAL/
MANUFACTURING
Curbtender Inc.
Mark Watje
300 W. First Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
319-266-1721

Parker Tech Seal
Jonathan Nyberg
1000 12th Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3693

INSURANCE 
AGENCIES/AGENTS
Ag Edge Crop Insurance
Mark Oberg
76970 Road 410
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-2649

Farm Bureau Financial Services
Sarah Tiemeyer
420 10th Street
Gothenburg, NE  69138
308-529-6090

First State Insurance
Michelle Watkins
510 Ninth Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7125

The Home Agency
Corbett Hahn
515 10th Street/PO Box 387
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3511

Insurance Planning Inc.
Cory Riggs
3306 Broadway 
Hayes, KS 67601
785-625-0835

State Farm – Heidi Bazata
Heidi Bazata
819 Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-2120

State Farm – Donna Cahill
Donna Cahill
524 Ninth Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-2530

IRRIGATION/WELL SERVICE
Gothenburg Irrigation 
& Well Service
Joe Richeson
911 Avenue H/PO Box 328
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3380

Holdrege Irrigation
Jeff Miller
920 Avenue L
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3967

Horizon Ag LLC
Cody Eggleston
1900 E. Eighth Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-2300

LANDSCAPE/LAWN CARE/
GREENHOUSE
Diggler's Lawn Service 
and K-Lawn LLC
Dirk & Kay Kolbo
717 11th Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-529-2330

Garden Blessings
Dee Isackson
1488 27th Street
Gothenburg, NE  69138
308-537-2886

Green Acres Lawn Service
Casey & Nicole Cozad
702 Woodland Drive/PO Box 368
Arnold, NE  69120
308-778-6900

Kennedy Landscape Services
Jeff Kennedy, arborist
925 Fourth Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7810
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HOTELS & OTHER 
ACCOMMODATIONS
Comfort Suites
Terry Jessen
315 Platte River Road
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7378

Howard Johnson
Terry Jessen
401 Platte River Road
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3294

Lafayette Park Campground
Jason & Jessica Fulkerson
315 27th Street 
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-2299

MUSEUMS
Dawson County Historical 
Society & Museum
Crystal Werger
805 N. Taft/PO Box 369
Lexington, NE 68850
308-324-5340

Exit 211 - Sod House Museum
JC Smith
300 S. Lake Ave
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-930-0296

Gothenburg Historical Museum
Roger Heidebrink
1420 Avenue F/PO Box 204
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-4212

Heartland Museum
of Military Vehicles
606 Heartland Road
Lexington, NE 68850
308-324-6329

Pony Express Station Museum
Matt Weiss
1500 Lake Ave./PO Box 222
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-9876

NEWSPAPERS
Lexington Clipper-Herald
114 W. Fifth St./PO Box 599
Lexington, NE 68850
308-324-5511 

Syndicate Publishing/
Gothenburg Leader
Colten Venteicher
420 10th Street/PO Box 270
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-9498

NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATIONS
The BURG
Jesse Kincheloe
76778 Road 409
Gothenburg, NE  69138
402-301-7998

Dawson County Ag Society
& Fairgrounds
Barb Rohde
1000 Plum Creek Parkway/
PO Box 277
Lexington, NE 68850
308-324-3600

Dawson County 
Parent-Child Center
Melanie Gomez
1001 N. Washington Street/
PO Box 722
Lexington, NE 68850
308-324-2336

Gothenburg Lions Club
PO Box 353
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-530-0441 

Gothenburg Public Library
Mary Koch
1104 Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-2591

Gothenburg Roping Club
Wendell Brott
PO Box 438
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-529-0117

Gothenburg Senior Center
Anne Franzen
410 20th Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7465

L2 For Kids
Henry & Pat Potter
76311 Road 416
Willow Island, NE 69171
308-530-0441 

Noon Rotary
Randy Burge
PO Box 485
Gothenburg, NE 69138

TeamMates
Lynnette Stevens
2220 Avenue H
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3651

United Fund
PO Box 494
Gothenburg, NE 69138

RADIO STATIONS
Eagle Communications
Lewys Carlini
1301 E. Fourth St./PO Box 248
North Platte, NE 69103
308-532-1120

KRVN AM & FM
Amy Biehl-Owens
1007 Plum Creek Blvd./
PO Box 880
Lexington, NE 68850
308-324-2371
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REAL ESTATE SERVICES
Gothenburg Realty
Raelyn Maxwell
926 Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7676

Mid Nebraska Realty
Sharon Meyer
526 Ninth Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7555

Nebraska Realty
Koby & Carrie Rickertsen
828 Lake Avenue, Suite A
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-4323

RECREATION
Camp Comeca
Justin & Amy Hoehner
75670 Road 417
Cozad, NE 69130
308-784-2808 

Sun Theatre
Jessie Hruza
404 10th Street/PO Box 15
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3235

Wild Horse Golf Club
Tony Collins
40950 Road 768
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7700

YMCA at Gothenburg Health
Julie Czochara
910 20th Street/PO Box 469
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-4022

RESTAURANTS
Lasso Espresso
Marsha Hecox
418 Platte River Drive
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-2525

McDonald’s
320 Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-2111
Leonard Management
1408 Veterans Dr., Suite 202
Elkhorn, NE  68202

Nana's Country Kitchen
Tisha Hood
817 Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-2575

Old Depot Vineyard & Winery
Jason & Sharon Axthelm
33651 E. Banner Road
Brady, NE 69123
308-584-2251

Pizza Hut
Cheri Mayers
415 Platte River Drive
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3697

Runza Restaurant
Jeff Whiting
301 First Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3417

Small Blessings
Sarah Anderson
603 Ninth Street
Gothenburg, NE  69138
308-537-4447

Stories Gathering Place
Ashley Groene
521 Ninth Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-529-3914

RETAIL
Bomgaars
Rodney Mohler
716 Fourth Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3833 

Charm Market
Lindsey Stevens
1303 Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-529-2316

Dee’s Floral & Gifts
Deanna Miller
922 Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3337

Gothenburg ACE Hardware
Joe & Liz Franssen
404 Ninth Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-9029

Sander Furniture
Chadd & Miriam Sander
808 Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-5200

SCHOOLS/PRESCHOOLS/
DAY CARES
Building Blocks
Donna Portiner
710 12th Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-2633

Central Community College
Dan Gettinger
PO Box 827
Lexington, NE 68850
308-324-8480

Gothenburg Public Schools
Allison Jonas
1322 Avenue I
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3651

Learning Adventures 
Child Care Center
Casey Madsen
1401 Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-5194
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SPECIALTY SERVICES
96 Ranches Inc.
Jan Gill, Claudine Kennicutt
1215 Lake Ave./PO Box 243
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3063 

Blase-Strauser Memorial Chapel
Tim Strauser
620 10th Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-2313

BrewBakers Coffee House & Gifts
Jodi Carlson
106 Walnut Street
Arnold, NE 69120
308-529-1277

Culligan Water
Gordon Sanders
304 E. Fifth Street/PO Box 5
Cozad, NE 69130
308-324-8888

Demoret Lock
Chris Demoret
1621 Avenue C
Gothenburg, NE  69138
308-529-1464

Eakes Office Solutions
Cameron Peister
2401 Avenue A
Kearney, NE 68847
308-234-2538

Endura Paint
Trevor Pohle
110 W. Fourth Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
832-755-4348 

Finish Line Car Wah
Jeff Whiting
515 Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE  69138
308-529-2428

Fran Linegar Painting
Frances Linegar
1012 23rd Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-529-1946

Gymnastics West
Amanda Ristine
2703 Lake Ave./PO Box 154
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-529-1937

Honey Bee Cleaning Services
Shealyn Eggleston
204 16th Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
973-738-6122

Janssen Enterprises
Charolett & Verlin Janssen
1421 Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7149

Kat K. Photography
Kate Koubek
529 Ninth Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-224-6837 

KJ's Classic Cuts
Kelly Lacy
818 Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-5134

Main Street Hair Design
Mary Schwanz
909 Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-2665

Massin Studios
Brock Massin
1213 Countryside Road
Gothenburg, NE 69138
402-980-5365

Michele's Creative Corner
Michele Warner & Karan Smith
820 Avenue F
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-2522

Miller Towing
Brad & Dee Miller
2021 Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-529-2393

Mind Body Balance Breathe
Jennifer Cross-Barrett
525 Ninth Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-365-2169

Moe’s Graphics & 
Top Notch Towing
Michelle & Jim Beenblossom
520 Avenue A
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3737

Nelson’s Appliance & Repair
Dick & Jody Nelson
916 Lake Avenue/PO Box 342
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3090

Pixie Gothenburg
Amy Mahlberg
513 Ninth Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-5444

Quality Fire 
Extinguisher Service
Jeff Kennedy
1909 Avenue A
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7810

Relate Brand Consulting
Alisa Mullen
2443 Grand Crescent Drive
Gothenburg, NE  69138
308-640-0618
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Reliable Pest Control Services
Darrel Giesenhagen
102 Blaine Street
Holdrege, NE 68949
308-995-6773

Sabin Solutions
Sean Sabin
709 20th Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-529-0834

Service Master of 
Mid-Nebraska
Brian Bazata
302 E. Frontier St./PO Box 898
Lexington, NE 68850
308-324-3072

Show Time Painting LLC
Kim & Alex Jorgenson
PO Box 284
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-529-0206

Sign Pro
Curt Bennett
112 W. Sixth Street
Lexington, NE 68850
308-324-8000

Smilin' Ranch Adventures
and Milk House
Malloree & Ty Barnes
21788 S. McNickle Road
Gothenburg, NE  69138
308-640-0606

South Bay Laundromat 
& Storage
Dick & Jody Nelson
624 Lake Avenue/PO Box 342
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3090

Stanley/Fuller Brush
Donna McConnell
618 18th Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7840

Tropical Sno 
Tim & Mishayla Freburg
1107 25th Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-991-1326

Valley Promo
Barry & Karla Carter
813 Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-9800

Wet Paws Dog Grooming
Kaitlyn Smith
219 Sixth Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-529-1901

TRUCK FREIGHT/
REPAIR/SERVICE
10 Roads Express LLC
Wayne Hoovestol
520 Cottonwood Drive
Gothenburg, NE 69138
866-477-5121

NSG Logistics
Jonathan Green
115 W. 16th/PO Box 489
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7191

Performance Truck & Trailer
James & Shaun Stevens
803 Avenue L/PO Box 4
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7766

Skyview Transportation
Ben Rickertsen
717 Eighth Street/PO Box 350
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7588

UTILITIES
Black Hills Energy
Melissa Garcia
4510 Airport Road
Kearney, NE 68847
888-890-5554

Central Nebraska Public Power 
& Irrigation District
Devin Brundage
320 Avenue D
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-5382

Dawson Public Power District
Gwen Kautz
75191 Road 433/PO Box 777
Lexington, NE 68850
308-24-2386

Nebraska Public Power District
Chris Hegert
PO Box 2170
Kearney, NE 68848
308-293-6359

Schaben Sanitation
Bruce Schaben
915 Fourth St./PO Box 4121
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-3840

Special-T Boxes
Travis Houchin
3401 Lake Avenue
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-529-0035

VETERINARIANS
Eastside Animal Center
Randy Burge, Ryan O'Hare 
& Aaron Colwell, DVMs
805 Avenue I
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-537-7549

Production Animal Consultation
Shane Terrell, DVM
1011 21st Street
Gothenburg, NE 69138
308-430-1617
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Titanium, Platinum & Gold 
level Chamber investors 

are listed in all bold.
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Lake Helen gave Gothenburg 
its early lifeblood with the 
construction of a powerhouse and 
water wheel for electricity and 

irrigation, as well as many industries that 
followed. That lifeline has branched out 
into value-added agricultural and other 
businesses that have flourished. 

  Two Fortune 500 companies have 
footprints here: Frito-Lay/PepsiCo and 
Bayer Crop Science. They anchor 
our business and industry sector. 
The recruitment of the Frito-Lay corn 
processing facility in 1995 and the 
Bayer (formerly Monsanto) Water 
Utilization Learning Center and Seed 
Research Center in 2008 created 
a mini industrial boom period. With 
fellow manufacturers Parker Tech Seals 
(a division of Parker-Hannifin) and 
Curbtender Inc., these large industries 
contribute to the community in 
numerous ways, not the least of which is 
attracting other businesses.

   Gothenburg is, however, extremely 
loyal to our homegrown success stories. 
Four generations of the Peterson family 
have owned and operated a grocery 

store downtown for almost 50 years. 
In 2021, the supermarket moved to a 
vacant department store building and 
became Fresh Seasons Market. 

   Headquartered in Gothenburg, 
Country Partners Cooperative is a full-
service ag cooperative specializing 
in agronomy, seed, energy, feed and 
grain. Serving the community since 
1904, the co-op now spans a trade 
territory of 22 communities and 3.3 
million acres. 

   Pony Express Chevrolet Buick recently 
celebrated 30 years of selling vehicles 
in Gothenburg. The auto dealer 
contributes an extraordinary amount of 
sales tax to the city's budget.

   Another longtime family-owned 
operation is Gothenburg Feed Products, 
an alfalfa dehydrating business over 75 
years in production. The plant provides 
alfalfa feed pellets across the country.

   Community leaders are constantly 
looking to build a better tomorrow 
by helping the next partner business 
or industry fit into the Gothenburg 
landscape. 
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